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no matter how knowledgeable you are  
and no matter how “slick” a company’s 

presentation is.

This guide is meant to give you an  
overview so you can be better prepared  
to see through the “fluff” and get down  

to the solution you truly need. It’s also  
not meant to be a hidden “sales pitch”  
by us...just helpful information to get  
you up to speed!

If you want to be sure that your next  
remodeling project is “the perfect  
experience,” then you’re going to love  
this handy little guide.

But I’ll start by telling you that this was 
not  written to sell you anything or to 
promote  a certain company or 
contractor.

Instead, this was written  specifically  

for you, the homeowner, to help make  
sure you get exactly what you want,

Enjoy!
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There certainly are things that you want to do when you remodel your bathroom,  
kitchen, or anything else. We’ve started with that at the beginning of our guide  
because we wanted to start off positive!

But on the other side of the coin, there are things you want to be sure that you DO  
NOT DO...any of which could lead to a bad experience. So to help you, here are some  
common mistakes that you’ll want to be sure to avoid!

Not having a plan in place when starting your remodel could end in disaster. What  
happens if you get halfway through the remodel and didn’t plan for costs and you  
run out of money? Or you install a toilet just to realize you needed to move it over  2 
more feet to make room for your vanity? Or you install kitchen cabinets in the  wrong 
place and now none of your appliances will fit? Have a clear plan, including  a 
budget, from the beginning to avoid these tragic mistakes.

1

The bathroom is a unique space because it experiences very high amounts of  
moisture. You don’t want to invest in materials that can’t handle the stresses of  being 
in the bathroom, because they will deteriorate quickly. Same goes for the  kitchen, 
which will experience a lot of wear and tear, as well as high temperatures  from 
stovetops and ovens. Make sure all the materials you select are designed for  the 
area that they are being installed so that they last for years to come.

2

Anytime you remodel, unexpected expenses will most likely arise. To avoid cutting  
corners, plan ahead and set aside a portion of your budget to account for these  
expenses. If you are lucky and don’t use your contingency, use it for some fancy  
finishing touches at the end of your remodel.
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This may be a bigger issue if you are working with a smaller space. You want  to 
make sure you have room to open all of your doors, drawers, and cabinets  without 
hitting anything, such as the toilet or another appliance. A clever way to  save space 
is to use sliding doors instead of normal doors on your cabinets. This  will ensure you 
can completely open your cabinets without hitting anything.

4

During your remodel, you will want to be certain that you look for and fix any  
mistakes, no matter how small. Don’t wait until the project is finished to look for  
them, you’ll want to check as often as possible because the earlier you catch the  
mistake the easier it will be to correct. Any mistakes you miss could become real  
problems or eyesores down the line, so be very thorough when you look for them.

5

While design is important, function always comes first. When choosing your design,  
be sure you don’t overlook what you need out of your kitchen or bathroom, such  as 
how many people will use it, storage, outlets, etc. This will also help you if you  
decide to sell your home down the road. The new homebuyer will care about  
functionality and it could make them decide to buy another home if they would  have 
to do major changes just for the bathroom or kitchen to function properly.

6

This is something you need to avoid in your kitchen and bathroom. Not only is it  an 
eye-sore, but it can be hazardous for children. Even if you want an industrial  style 
bathroom or kitchen, you will still want to cover all plumbing, especially if you  think 
you might sell the home later on. Exposed plumbing can be a big deterrent  for 
future homebuyers.

7

11



This is a design flaw that you want to avoid. When choosing your features and  
fixtures, keep in mind that they need to be cohesive, so you’ll want to decide on a  
specific metal, such as silver, nickel, or bronze, and use it throughout the kitchen  or 
bathroom. This will ensure your remodel doesn’t look mismatched and that it  is 
cohesive throughout.

Eventually, you will need to do repairs to your kitchen and bathroom. How easily  will 
you be able to access your plumbing? Will you be able to take out a few  screws or 
will you have to rip up the entire floor or wall to get to your plumbing?  While some 
plumbing will need to go behind the wall, the immediate plumbing  can and should 
be easily accessible. Try to make sure this won’t be a future issue  when designing 
your bathroom or kitchen to avoid costly expenses.

Yes, that rain shower head or power shower head is nice, but can your plumbing  
handle it? If not, you may have to make some major upgrades, such as upgrading  
your boiler, water tank, or water pump. What if you also want a gas stove in your  
kitchen but there’s no gas line previously installed? You’ll want to find out about  this 
before deciding on these finishes, so speak to a professional before making  any of 
these decisions.

While you may be a super handy person, there are certain things such as  plumbing 
and electrical work that need to be handled by a professional. If you  are a 
professional, have at it! But if not, get quotes from multiple professionals  and 
choose the person that is right for the job to ensure you have a safe home  for your 
family.
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A staple of most companies is to provide a Frequently Asked Questions page  
to go through some of the most common questions. The problem is...from  
company to company, these FAQ’s might be pretty much the same.

So...we wanted to provide you with a bunch of FAQ’s...and even a few SAQ’s...  
or SHOULD ask questions...to help you save some time and energy. There’s no  
sense in reading the same thing over and over...so here is a great list for you 
to  help you while you search for the right company!
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This is something you will want to know about your contractor before beginning a 
project. You’ll also want to get more specific about their experience and ask for 
details,  such as if and how they were formally trained, what was the largest project 
they did,  and how many remodels have they done.

This is a must before choosing a contractor. References should be something you ask  
for as well so you can not only see their work but speak to previous homeowners who  
have hired your contractor. If they refuse, then that’s a sign they probably have upset  
homeowners in the past or have done poor quality work and you probably shouldn’t  
choose them for your project.

This is necessary for a professional contractor to protect not only themselves but 
you  as well. You don’t want a worker getting injured in your home just to find out 
your  contractor doesn’t have insurance, or that they aren’t bonded and haven’t paid 
their  workers. Do your research and ask for documentation to prove that your 
contractor is  telling you the truth.

You will want to know a timeframe before the project begins so that you can plan for  
workers being in and out of your home. Time will also affect the cost, but not 
allocating  enough time could mean sloppy work.
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You will want to know when to expect workers in your home and also when not to  
expect them. This will help you plan around their schedule during the remodel to keep  
things running smoothly, and give you an idea of what to expect during the 
renovation.  It is also a good idea to ask how many workers will be working at a time.

If your contractor says they will not obtain the permits needed for your project, this  
could be a big red flag. Specifically, it could mean they aren’t licensed. You will want 
to  also ask to see the permits before the project starts to ensure that everything is 
up to  code and also that your insurance will cover the work once it is completed.



You will want to know not only the estimated cost of the project, but when the  
contractor expects to be paid so that you can plan accordingly. This will help 
prevent  any discrepancies down the road during your renovation.

Yes, and it is based off of the square footage of the product that you
choose for your project.

See if your contractor will have preselected materials for you to choose from, so that  
you are aware of whether or not you need to go and select all of the materials yourself  
or if your contractor will narrow down the decision for you. Ask questions about the  
pricing, quality, and longevity of any materials presented to you and make sure they  
match the final look you want to achieve in your kitchen or bathroom.

You want to know that your contractor is going to work with you if you disagree on  
something. If they immediately start to blame the person who hired them for 
everything,  then they will probably do the same to you. If they display a need to make 
sure their  customers are happy, then you will probably have a good experience 
working with them.
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As with every industry, product, or service...there  
can be a lot of incorrect information out there,
especially if you’re doing some research on  
the internet. As we all know, there’s no
shortage of mis-information which  
can lead to you spending a  lot of  time 
trying to figure out what’s

true and what isn’t!

You want to know what’s real, what’s
made up, and you DON’T want to spend
a lot of time trying to figure it out, right?

With that in mind, we wanted to provide you
with some common myths about remodels that you
might find during your searching...and what the reality  of 
those myths are!



Trends can look nice in the moment, but they may not fit your space or your own style.  
You also want to ensure functionality first and foremost, so keep trends in mind and if  
you decide you like them feel free to incorporate them, but not at the expense of the  
function of your space.

Pretty much every remodel will add value to your home. While you may not recoup the  
entire cost of the investment if you are selling the home immediately, it will increase
interest and increase your chances of selling the home to begin with. Additionally, if
a potential buyer sees that they will need to do the remodel, they will take that into  
consideration when making an offer to buy your home. This is if they are even willing to 
take on a remodel to begin with.

Unless you plan on taking space away from another room and paying to move or  remove 
walls, a remodel will not make your bathroom or kitchen larger. It can  however, make your 
room feel larger by using space saving ideas, lighter colors, and  a smarter overall design. If 
your home isn’t open concept in the main living area, you  may be able to take out a wall to 
open up the space without spending much money. This is the best way to increase the size 
and feel of the kitchen. to take on a remodel to begin with.



There are plenty of energy saving ideas to implement that can save you substantially  
on your utilities and also prevent wasted water and electricity. Consider a more modern 
faucet that regulates the amount of water used, eco-friendly light fixtures, an updated 
toilet, and even ask your contractor about eco-friendly construction materials
that you can use.

While there are more affordable alternatives to certain materials that can be as good as  
some high priced materials, certain materials cost more simply because they are better. 
Your contractor should be able to help guide you in where to save costs versus where to 
invest for high-end finishes to give you great quality and stay within your budget.


